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Your trusted tool for seed labeling compliance—all state and federal rules in one place.

The OSA Seed Labeling Database is an online resource that consolidates
seed labeling requirements from all 5o states and Federal Seed Act (FSA)
regulations.

WEILCOME!

TheTurf & Lawn data includes:
* details on all labeling requirements,

- sell-by date information,

* Variety Not Stated (VNS) requirements by state,

* noxious weed lists,

- contact information for all state seed control officials,
¢ links to all state Seed Acts and Seed Rules.

Designed to be practical and easy to navigate, the database helps seed
companies, regulators, and professionals quickly find the information they
need.

Access it anytime using the Quick Response (QR) Code provided or visit
our website at www.oregonseed.org.
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http://www.oregonseed.org/

This database was made possible through funding from an Oregon
Department of Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant.

What Seeds

Currently, it includes only specialty crops from the FSA list of

are InCIUded? Agricultural and Vegetable seeds. Grains, forages, and oilseeds are
excluded; however, when a state does not specifically regulate at
the Turf & Lawn or Cool-Season level all FSA regulated Ag Seeds are
included.
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Accessing the
Database

Onthe OSA website
homepage, clickon“Seed
Database” to access seed
labeling information.

ABOUTUS  EVENTS  RESOURCES SPONSORS SCHOLARSHIP  CONTACT CAREERS  MEMBERS ONLY

|-SEED LABELING DATABASE

The Oregon Seed Association is a non-profit agricultural
trade association that has been serving the agricultural
seed industry in Oregon for over 50 years. OSA members OSA SEED LABELING DATABASE
market and distribute Oregon’s renowned agricultural

seed to over 120 countries on 6 continents.

SEED DATABASE

USERS GUIDE
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ABOUT

Welcome to the OSA Seed Labeling Database, your comprehensive resource for label compliance with U.S. state seed acts and rules. The resource was
developed under the leadership of the OSA Science and Technology Committee and is available at no charge until end of 2025 thanks to funding from
Qregon’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. It includes up-to-date information for Truth-in-Labeling rules across all U.S. states for turf and lawn grass
seed products as well as vegetable seeds grown in Oregon.

L e a rn a b O Ut t h e Designed for seed producers and distributors, our database helps navigate state-specific requirements related to labeling with “Variety not stated”, origin,

net weight, sell by dates, and more, ensuring compliance of inter-state shipped products with each state’s rule and the Federal Seed Act. In addition, the

database will provide contact information for all state seed officials and links to the relevant seed acts and rules. The database does not include information
D ata b a S e about seed quality standards like germination rates, maximum weed seed contents, etc. This information can be found in the state seed acts and rules,
with links provided in the state overview section of the database.

TURF AND LAWN VEGETABLE
GRASS SEED SEED

View and search the database by product:

Turf and Lawn Seed and

i |
Vegetable Seed now available! —

For more details, please visit
the Frequently Asked
Questions section.

Frequently Asked Questions

Disclaimer

Privacy Policy

Note: This tool is provided by OSA, however, users are responsible for
compliance. Please see the website disclaimer section for further details.

SEED LABELING DATABASE
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One-Time Login

This database was created with
grant funding. Future grants
will allow us to expand and
improve it to better serve the
seed industry. A one-time login
helps document use and
supports future funding efforts.

Only the total number of
users will be shared for grant
purposes.

Welcome to the Database

This database is funded by Oregon’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. To help us
demonstrate its value, improve the resource, and support future funding opportunities, we use
general site activity to show usage numbers. Providing your contact information is appreciated
to help us illustrate the tool's industry reach and impact. Your information will not be shared or
used for any purpose beyond anonymous user counts.

Learn more about our privacy policy here.

Organization *

State -

--- Select Choice ---

Your information will not be used or shared!

rsc\msA
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TURF AND LAWN
GRASS SEED

Turf and Lawn
Grass Seed

Clicking on the Turf and Lawn
button to see alist of species
included and regulated by all
states and FSA.

TURF AND LAWN GRASS SEED

LABELING
RULES

STATE

DIRECTORY

USER INFO

This database has been compiled for the following grass and clover species used in turf and lawn products:

Bahiagrass

Bentgrass, colonial*

Bantgrass, creeping”

Bentgrass, velvet

Bermudagrass

Vegetable Seed Database

Bluegrass, annual

Bluegrass, Kentucky™

Bluegrass, rough

Brome, meadow

Brome, smooth

Clover, crimson

Clover, red

* Grass species marked with an asterix (*) are classified as cool-season grasses under RUSSL. Certain states may apply distinct labeling requirements to cool-season grass turf and lawn

products, differing from the general rules for turf and lawn products.

&

Zoysia japonica

Clover, white Fescue, Chewing's® Fescue, hard* Fescue, meadow Fescue, red” Fescue, sheep
Fescue, tall* Lovegrass, weeping Orchardgrass Poa trivialis Red Top Ryegrass, annual®
Ryegrass, intermediate™ Ryegrass, perennial* Ryegrass, Wimmera Sanfoin Sorghum sudangrass Sudangrass
Timothy Timothy, turf Trefoil, Birdsfoot Vetch, common Wetch, hairy \etch, Hungarian
Vetch, monantha ‘etch, narrowleaf or blackpod ‘etch, purple Veltch, woollypod or winter Zoysia matrella

.'___—_: BRYANT CHRISTIE INC.
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USER INFO

User Info

Using the User Info button, you'll
find details on the Applied Rules.
States regulate seeds differently:
some cover all Agricultural Seeds
under one rule, while others
create subcategories such as Turf
& Lawn or even further
subcategories, like Cool-season
grasses. These distinctions are
recorded in the database and
used as a reference when
reviewing state rules and
regulations links.

TURF AND LAWN GRASS SEED

Vegetable Seed Database

MAIN MENU

Applied Rules: Regulatory Sources and Methodology

The database sources its information from official state seed acts and labeling regulations for agricultural seeds. While some states apply general
agricultural seed labeling rules to turf and lawn products, others establish specific regulations for turf and lawn products or set distinct rules for cool-
season turf and lawn grass seeds only. The database adheres to each state's regulatory framework, displaying the rules relevant to the

specific turf and lawn seed product. If a state does not have a specific regulation for cool-season turf and lawn grass seeds, the database will display
either the general turf and lawn grass seed rules or, where applicable, the general agricultural seed rules. The source of each data entry is displayed
under "Applied Rules".

Application of Seed Labeling Laws to Warm-season Grass Seed Products

The only state with a distinct labeling rule for warm-season grass seed mixtures is Delaware. For warm-season grass seed products shipped to
Delaware, the seed test remains valid for 9 months compared to 15 months for cool-season grass mixtures. Please note that, in general, tests remain
valid for 9 months for agricultural seeds in Delaware.

The database does not include a selector for warm-season grass seed products, as other states have not adopted rules specific to warm-season
grass seed.

SEED LABELING DATABASE
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STATE TURF AND LAWN GRASS SEED
DIRECTORY

Vegetable Seed Database

MAKE YOUR SELECTION: STATE DIRECTORY MAIN MENU

Select a state or US

State Directory

Vegetable Seed Database

MAIN MENU

The State Di rectory provides Kansas Dept. of Agriculture - Weed Specialist, Plant Protection and Weed Control Program

contact details for each state’s

seed control office, including Qfficer Name Email Phone Number
th e OfﬁCia |'S name, email, and Scott S. Marsh scott. marsh@kda.ks.gov = (785) 207-2118
phone number. It also includes
direct links to the state’s Seed
Act and Seed Rules, making it
easy to connect with regulators
and review current

requirements.

Seed Act Seed Rules

@ @

Notes

For grass seeds in quantities of equal to or more than 10 pounds for lawn seeding purposes, the origin or "Unknown" shall be displayed on the label.

r CsA
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Labeling Rules

Selecting Labeling Rules, the
first button, directs you to the
seed tagging requirements
outlined by the FSA for
Agricultural Seed labels. Most
of this information comes
directly from the seed lot’s
Certificate of Analysis and
includes guidance on kind and
variety labeling options.

Information mandated by the Federal Seed Act

The following information must be included in tags for seed shipped to other states and
text must match test results where applicable:

Kind name

Variety name™"

Lot number

Turf and Lawn Grass Seed Database

Germination rate
Hard seed

Weed seeds
MNoxious weed seeds
Other crop seeds
Date of test***

** Agricultural seed, including turf and lawn grasses, has three options for labeling based on the FSA:
(1) Kind name; {2) Kind and variety name; or (3) Kind name and the words “\ariety not stated”. Six
Oregon grown turf/lawn grass seeds, and white and red clover must be labeled as to variety but the
“Wariety not stated” description is permitted for them (FSA §201.10). Please consult the database for
states that apply stricter rules than the FSA and prohibit labeling seed products with "Variety not
stated." The database does not specify if states allow labeling of turf and lawn grass seed by "crop
kind only" or if *Variety not stated” is only permitted for select species.

*** Some states allow an alternative to "Date of test" to be printed on the label.

For seed quality standards, please consult the state act and rules. Links to the relevant regulations are
included in the State Directory.

CONTINUE TO DATABASE

SEED LABELING DATABASE
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Turf and Lawn
Product

On the left (red box), you'll find
four product options covering all
requlated Turf & Lawn seeds.
States may regulate these either
as awhole (General) or as a sub-
category (Cool-season). They are
further divided into mixtures and
singles. Select the category that
applies.

TURF AND I.AWN GRASS SEED Vegetable Seed Database

3l-5 % Hect 3
Cool-season - Mix (an LAk Loau L ar JazXlcalcolcer o lr Toalwlomwalmluw L ing
Cool-season - Single 3 EE OO CO OO C O OO O
General - Mix nw I owv X vy Lov Jok JordpPa riIscdsodn T rx LurXvalvrJwal

General - Single

Enter Clear selection
MNote: If you are unsure whether your produt

the general turf and lawn g

FYI: Most states consider the following species to be cool-season grasses.
Always check directly with the state seed control official if you are uncertain.

Bentgrass (colonial and creeping), Kentucky Bluegrass, Fescue (Chewings,
Hard, Red, Tall), Ryegrass (Annual, Intermediate, Perennial).

r CsA
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States

Choose the states you want to
review labeling information for.
You can select anywhere from 1
to all 5o states, but for the
clearest side-by-side
comparison, up to five states
display best on a single screen.

TURF AND LAWN GRASS SEED

MAKE YOUR SELECTION: LABELING RULES

Turf and lawn p

Cool-season - Mix
Cool-season - Single
General - Mix
General - Single

Lw L wv Lwy

Vegetable Seed Database

MAIN MERIT]

(az lcalcolecr Loe L Loandm Ln Do L LN/
€ € @ O D O € € O O C O O O O D
¢ € €9 €& €5 O O T € D €D €5 T @ O D

Enter

Clear selection

SEED LABELING DATABASE
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Variable
Information

After selecting your product
and states, a table will display
all relevant labeling
information that is not taken
directly from your Certificate of
Analysis. Take the time to
review it carefully to ensure
you fully understand the
requirements before applying
them to your labels.

Labeling Rules for: Cool-season - Mix

Rule for

CA

MT

RI

uT

MAIN MENU

WA

Variety Mot Stated
Origin

Net Weight

Date of Test

Sell By Date

- Options

Test Validity
- Test Month
Seller Information

- Alternative

Notes

a. Container Size

b. Extra Statement for
c. Applied Rules

Last updated

Allowed

Not required
Mot required
Required
Required

15 mo.

Exclusive

Name and address of
labeler, or seller within
state

All sizes
All

Agr. seeds
3/19/2024

During label audit and design, please note that...
+ States may allow labeling with "Variety not stated” for certain species only. The database only provides general information.
+ In some states, labeling rules apply only to containers up to or below a certain size. If your container falls outside these limits, please check the notes for each

state andior with seed control officials to determine which rules apply.
+ Delaware has established test validity periods for both cool-season and warm-season grasses. The validity period for warm-season grasses is the same as that

for agricultural seeds, 8 months.
« If you are unsure whether your product qualifies as a cool-season grass, check state rules or contact state seed officials. If a state does not have a specific

regulation for cool-season turf and lawn products, the database will display either the general turf and lawn grass seed rules or, where applicable, the general

agricultural seed rules. The source of each data entry is displayed under "Applied Rules”.
+ For more information, please check the FAQ. Are there rules that need to be updated? Any corrections needed? Then please send us an email

at info@oregonsesad . org with "OSA Seed Labeling Database” in the subject line, and we will review the database and state rules against your feedback.

Allowed

Required or "Unknown”

Mot noted in seed regulations.
Alternative to sell by date
Alternative to test date

"Year seed was packaged for"
or "Sell by date".

15 mo.

Inclusive

Name and address of
responsible labeler

All sizes
Coated/All
Turf and lawn
4712024

Allowed

Not required
Required
Required
Not required

9 mo.

Exclusive

Name and address of
labeler, or seller or
distributor within state

<=50lbs

All mixtures
Turf and lawn
2111/2025

Allowed

Not required
Required
Required
Not required

18 mo.

Exclusive

Name and address of
labeler, or seller within
state

All sizes
Coated
Agr. seeds
3/19/2024

Mot allowed

Required or "Unknown"
Mot required

Required

Required

15 mo.

Inclusive

Mame and address of
labeler, or seller within
state

All sizes

All

Turf and lawn
4/2/12024

Additional Rules:

Federal Seed Act

ous Weeds

For any questions specific to the data orinterpretation, please contact
info@oregonseed.org or your state seed control official.

CsA
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Additional
Information

Additional details at the
bottom include Variety Not
Stated labeling guidelines,
container sizes, and the fact
that Delaware is the only state
regulating warm-season
grasses. Contact information is
also provided for further
questions.

During label audit and design, please note that... Additional Rules:

+ Slates may allow labeling with "Variety not stated” for certain species only. The database only provides general information.
state andfor with seed control officials to determine which rules apply.
ederal Seed Act
Moo 5 VWeeds

+ In some states, labeling rules apply only to containers up to or below a certain size. |f your container falls outside these limits, please check the noles for each
- Delaware has established test validity periods for both cool-season and warm-season grasses. The validity period for warm-season grasses is the same as that|
for agricultural seeds, 9 months. Federal Seed A

« If you are unsure whether your product qualifies as a cool-season grass, check state rules or contact state seed officials. If a state does not have a specific
regulation for cool-season turf and lawn products, the database will display either the general turf and lawn grass seed rules or, where applicable, the general
agricultural seed rules. The source of each data entry is displayed under "Applied Rules”,

+ For more information, please check the FAQ. Are there rules that need to be updated? Any corrections needed? Then please send us an email
at info(@oregonsesd.org with "OSA Seed Labeling Database” in the subject line, and we will review the database and state rules against your feedback.

CsA
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Additional Rules

During label audit and design, please note that...

+ Slates may allow labeling with "Variety not stated” for certain species only. The database only provides general information.
+ In some states, labeling rules apply only to containers up to or below a certain size. If your container falls outside these limits, please check the notes for each Statements
state and/or with seed control officials to determine which rules apply.

« Delaware has established test validity periods for both cool-season and warm-season grasses. The validity period for warm-season grasses is the same as thy
for agricultural seeds, 9 months.

Additional Rules:

Federal Seed Act

- If you are unsure whether your product qualifies as a cool-season grass, check state rules or contact state seed officials. If a state does not have a specific

regulation for cool-season turf and lawn products, the database will display either the general turf and lawn grass seed rules or, where applicable, the general Clover
agricultural seed rules. The source of each data entry is displayed under "Applied Rules". =

+ For more information, please check the FAQ. Are there rules that need to be updated? Any corrections needed? Then please send us an email
at infof@oregonseed org with "OSA Seed Labeling Database” in the subject line, and we will review the database and state rules against your feedback.

Noxious Weeds

The four buttons in the lower-
right corner highlight
additional state and federal
labeling rules. Each will be
explained individually on the
following pages.

—

1
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Statements

Statements

In the Variable Information
screen, the lower-left section
labeled “b. Extra Statements”
shows any state-required
additional statements.

Click the Statements button for
detailed information, as shown
in the larger screenshot.

For example, California requires
all labels to include a Mediation
Notice.

Labeling Rules for: C

Rule for
e

Variety Not Stated
Crigin

MNet Waight

Date of Test

Sell By Date

- Options

Test Validity
- Test Month
Seller Information

= Alternative
Motes
a. Container Size

b. Exfra Statermnant fil

c. Applied Rules

Last updated

CA MT RI ut WA
Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Mot allowed
Net required Required or "Unknown" Mot required Mot required Required or "Unknown"
Mot required Mot noted in seed regulations. Required Required Mot required
Required Alternative to sell by date Required Required Required
Required Alternative to test date Mot required MNat requirad Reaquired
- "Year seed was packaged for" - - -

or "Sell by date".

15 mo. 15 moa. 9 mo. 18 moa. 15 mo.
Exclusive Inclusive Exclusive Exclusive Inclusive

Mame and address of | Name and address of
labeler, ar seller within | respansible labeler

state

All sizes All sizas

All Coated All
Agr. seeds Turf and lawn
AMzo24 4702024

Mame and address of | Name and address of | Name and address of
labaler, or seller or labeler, or seller within | labeler, or seller within

distributar within state | state state
==50Ibs All sizas All sizas

All mixtures Coated All

Turf and lawn Agr. seeds Turf and lawn
21112025 392024 4/2/2024

MAIN MENU

Mandatory Statements for Selected States and Specific Products

(to be printed on the label or packaging)

State Seed product
A

Statement

Details

Last updated

cA Al
MT Al
MT  Coated

uT Coated

WA All

Mediation notice

Mediation notice

Coating material
percentage

RI  T&L Mixtures (<= 50lbs) Extra headings

Coating material
percentage
Mediation notice

The following mediation notice, or an equivalent notice that includes the required information in this
section, shall appear upon every label of agricultural seed:

NOTICE ARBITRATION/CONCILIATION/MEDIATION REQUIRED BY SEVERAL STATES

Under the seed laws of several states, arbitration, mediation or conciliation is required as a
prerequisite to maintaining a legal action based upon the failure of seed to which this notice is
attached to produce as represented. The consumer shall file a complaint along with the required
filing fee (where applicable) with the Designated State Authority within such time as to permit
inspection of the crops, plants or trees by the designated agency and the seedman from whom the
seed was purchased. A copy of the complaint shall be sent to the seller by certified or registered
mail or as otherwise provided by state statute.

The label must show a notice calling attention to the requirement for alternative dispute resolution
under 80-5-501.

Percentage of coating material must be displayed on the label. Please consult the regulation for
more detailed instructions.

Labels must show the headings "Fine-Textured Grasses", "Coarse Kinds", and "Other Ingredients”
and the information as set out in the seed regulations.

Percentage of coating material must be displayed on the label. Please consult the regulation for
mare detailed instructions.

Each container must bear the words "Requirement for mediation - The Washington State Seed
Act, chapter 15.49 RCW, requires mediation of disputes involving allegedly defective seed.”
Alternate wording may be approved in writing by the department to meet the needs of the industry.

CsA
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Federal Seed Act

Federal Seed
Act (FSA)

Clicking this button displays
the specific rules that apply to
the Turf & Lawn species in the
database. Pay attention to
Variety Not Stated eligibility
(the FSA allows only 37 species
in total), origin labeling
requirements, and any
additional required information
not already covered in the
database that may differ from
state reqgulations.

FSA: Variety Labeling
IVE name raguirad for thesa spe
Bahiagrass

Brome, smooth

Fescue, tall

Red clover

Sorghum sudangrass
Sudangrass

Trefoil, Birdsfoot

White clover

Mote: Labeling with "Variety not
stated" is allowed for the above
species.

Last updated: 02/26/2024

Seed product

FSA: Mandatory Statements for Specific Seed Products
Mandatory information

FSA: Origin Labeling
[ i quirad for

ecl clover
White clover

Mote: If origin is unknown, this must
be stated.

Last updated: 02/26/2024

FSA: Rule related to AMS#

(Chack also state rules related to sallar information)

MAIN MENU

Shipper information
Name and address of inter-state shipper or AMS #

Seller information
If only AMS#, full name and address of consignee.

Last updated: 02/26/2024

Last updated

Treated "Treated with (name of substance or process) or {name of substance or process) treated." 02/26/24
Inoculated “Inoculant not claimed to be effective after (Month and year).” 02/26/24
Hybrid If any one kind or kind and variety of seed present in excess of 5 percent is “hybrid” seed, it shall be designated “hybrid" on the label. 12/10/24

The percentage that is hybrid shall be at least 95 percent of the percentage of pure seed shown unless the percentage of pure seed

which is hybrid seed is shown separately. If two or more kinds or varieties are present in excess of 5 percent and are named on the

label, each that is hybrid shall be designated as hybrid on the label. Any one kind or kind and variety that has pure seed which is less

than 95 percent but more than 75 percent hybrid seed as a result of incompletely controlled pollination in a cross shall be labeled to

show (a) the percentage of pure seed that is hybrid seed or (b) a statement such as "Contains from 75 percent to 95 percent hybrid

seed.” No one kind or variety of seed shall be labeled as hybrid if the pure seed contains less than 75 percent hybrid seed.

Mixture Seed mixtures intended for seeding/planting purposes shall be designated as a mixture on the |label and each seed component shall be 10/04/24
listed on the label in the order of predominance.

CsA
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Clover

While not considered a
specialty crop, cloveris
reqgulated differently under
the FSA and by many states.
When shipping Red or White
clover, be sure to follow these
specific requirements.

Clover: Specific Rules for Origin and Variety Labeling for Selected States

Species
State

Origin

Red clover

Variety not stated

Origin

White clover

Variety not stated

Not called out in regulations
Mot called out in regulations
Required or "Unknown"
Required or "Unknown"
Not called out in regulations

Not called out in regulations
Not called out in regulations
Allowed
Allowed
Not called out in regulations

Mot called out in regulations
Not called out in regulations
Mot called out in regulations
Required or "Unknown"

| Not called out in regulations

|-SEED LABELING DATABASE

Mot called out in regulations
Not called out in regulations
Mot called out in regulations
Allowed
| Not called out in regulations
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Noxious Weeds

Clicking this button directs you
to the USDA website, which
maintains the complete list of
state noxious-weed seed
requirements. Because this link
is always current, you won't
miss any updates!

USE_,._D.& State Noxious-Weed Seed

Acricutura Requirements Recognized

Marketing

servee in the Administration of the

Science and

Progm Federal Seed Act

Sead Regulatory
and Taesting

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Changes for Januany 2025l MISSOURI...
Intraducton .....oooocoococece e MONTANA. .
Moxious-weed Seed under the Federal Seed Act MNEBRASKA .
ALABAMA ...

PENNSYLVANIA .

SOUTH CAROLI

VIRGINIA ...
WASHINGTON ...
WEST VIRGINIA. .
WISCONSIN.
APPENDIX A
APPENDIX B

MARYLAND...
MASSACHUSETTS.....
MICHIGAN. ...
MINNESOTA. .
MISSISSIPPL........

shbbskaskkiukhinshbe

Note: It is the responsibility of seed dealers to verify name variations used b

each State.

These lists show the common names appearing in State seed laws. In labeling interstate
shipments, seed dealers are cautioned to use the common name(s) appearing on the list for
the State into which the seed is being shipped.

Corrected June 2025

SEED LABELING DATABASE
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- For any questions, concerns, or additions to the database, please
email info@oregonseed.org.

- Email us if you'd like to be added to our monthly newsletter.

- After December 31, 2025, the database will be available to OSA
members at no charge. Non-members can access through a
subscription.

- OSA membership can be found here: https://oregonseed.org/about-
us/members/why-become-a-member/

Stay in the

- Web advertising opportunities will be available soon. If interested,
please email info@oregonseed.org.

know!

* We will maintain the database information on an annual basis or as
changes occur, to ensure the information remains current and
accurate.

* In the future, we hope to expand to all requlated seeds in all states,
which includes all Agricultural, Flowers, Trees & Shrubs, and Native
Seeds.

EED LABELING DATABASE
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