
USERS GUIDE

Brought to you by the Oregon Seed Association (OSA)

Turf & Lawn Seed



Welcome!

The OSA Seed Labeling Database is an online resource that consolidates 
seed labeling requirements from all 50 states and Federal Seed Act (FSA) 
regulations. 

The Turf & Lawn data includes:
 details on all labeling requirements, 
 sell-by date information, 
 Variety Not Stated (VNS) requirements by state, 
 noxious weed lists,
 contact information for all state seed control officials, 
 links to all state Seed Acts and Seed Rules. 

Designed to be practical and easy to navigate, the database helps seed 
companies, regulators, and professionals quickly find the information they 
need. 

Access it anytime using the Quick Response (QR) Code provided or visit 
our website at www.oregonseed.org.

Your trusted tool for seed labeling compliance—all state and federal rules in one place.

http://www.oregonseed.org/


What Seeds 
are Included?

This database was made possible through funding from an Oregon 
Department of Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant.

Currently, it includes only specialty crops from the FSA list of 
Agricultural and Vegetable seeds. Grains, forages, and oilseeds are 
excluded; however, when a state does not specifically regulate at 
the Turf & Lawn or Cool-Season level all FSA regulated Ag Seeds are 
included.



Accessing the 
Database

On the OSA website 
homepage, click on ”Seed 
Database” to access seed 
labeling information.



Learn about the 
Database

Turf and Lawn Seed and 
Vegetable Seed now available! 

For more details, please visit 
the Frequently Asked 
Questions section. 

Note: This tool is provided by OSA, however, users are responsible for 
compliance. Please see the website disclaimer section for further details. 



One-Time Login

This database was created with 
grant funding. Future grants 
will allow us to expand and 
improve it to better serve the 
seed industry. A one-time login 
helps document use and 
supports future funding efforts.

Only the total number of 
users will be shared for grant 

purposes. 

Your information will not be used or shared! 



Turf and Lawn 
Grass Seed

Clicking on the Turf and Lawn 
button to see a list of species 
included and regulated by all 
states and FSA.



User Info

Using the User Info button, you’ll 
find details on the Applied Rules. 
States regulate seeds differently: 
some cover all Agricultural Seeds 
under one rule, while others 
create subcategories such as Turf 
& Lawn or even further 
subcategories, like Cool-season 
grasses. These distinctions are 
recorded in the database and 
used as a reference when 
reviewing state rules and 
regulations links. 



State Directory

The State Directory provides 
contact details for each state’s 
seed control office, including 
the official’s name, email, and 
phone number. It also includes 
direct links to the state’s Seed 
Act and Seed Rules, making it 
easy to connect with regulators 
and review current 
requirements.



Labeling Rules

Selecting Labeling Rules, the 
first button, directs you to the 
seed tagging requirements 
outlined by the FSA for 
Agricultural Seed labels. Most 
of this information comes 
directly from the seed lot’s 
Certificate of Analysis and 
includes guidance on kind and 
variety labeling options.



Turf and Lawn 
Product

On the left (red box), you’ll find 
four product options covering all 
regulated Turf & Lawn seeds. 
States may regulate these either 
as a whole (General) or as a sub-
category (Cool-season). They are 
further divided into mixtures and 
singles. Select the category that 
applies.

FYI: Most states consider the following species to be cool-season grasses.  
Always check directly with the state seed control official if you are uncertain.
 
Bentgrass (colonial and creeping), Kentucky Bluegrass, Fescue (Chewings, 
Hard, Red, Tall), Ryegrass (Annual, Intermediate, Perennial). 



States

Choose the states you want to 
review labeling information for. 
You can select anywhere from 1 
to all 50 states, but for the 
clearest side-by-side 
comparison, up to five states 
display best on a single screen.



Variable 
Information

After selecting your product 
and states, a table will display 
all relevant labeling 
information that is not taken 
directly from your Certificate of 
Analysis. Take the time to 
review it carefully to ensure 
you fully understand the 
requirements before applying 
them to your labels.

For any questions specific to the data or interpretation, please contact 
info@oregonseed.org or your state seed control official.

mailto:info@oregonseed.org


Additional 
Information

Additional details at the 
bottom include Variety Not 
Stated labeling guidelines, 
container sizes, and the fact 
that Delaware is the only state 
regulating warm-season 
grasses. Contact information is 
also provided for further 
questions.



Additional Rules

The four buttons in the lower-
right corner highlight 
additional state and federal 
labeling rules. Each will be 
explained individually on the 
following pages.



Statements
In the Variable Information 
screen, the lower-left section 
labeled “b. Extra Statements” 
shows any state-required 
additional statements.

Click the Statements button for 
detailed information, as shown 
in the larger screenshot.

For example, California requires 
all labels to include a Mediation 
Notice.



Federal Seed 
Act (FSA)

Clicking this button displays 
the specific rules that apply to 
the Turf & Lawn species in the 
database. Pay attention to 
Variety Not Stated eligibility 
(the FSA allows only 37 species 
in total), origin labeling 
requirements, and any 
additional required information 
not already covered in the 
database that may differ from 
state regulations.



Clover

While not considered a 
specialty crop, clover is 
regulated differently under 
the FSA and by many states. 
When shipping Red or White 
clover, be sure to follow these 
specific requirements.



Noxious Weeds

Clicking this button directs you 
to the USDA website, which 
maintains the complete list of 
state noxious-weed seed 
requirements. Because this link 
is always current, you won’t 
miss any updates!



Stay in the 
know!

 For any questions, concerns, or additions to the database, please 
email info@oregonseed.org. 

 Email us if you’d like to be added to our monthly newsletter. 

 After December 31, 2025, the database will be available to OSA 
members at no charge.  Non-members can access through a 
subscription. 

 OSA membership can be found here: https://oregonseed.org/about-
us/members/why-become-a-member/

 Web advertising opportunities will be available soon.  If interested, 
please email info@oregonseed.org.

 We will maintain the database information on an annual basis or as 
changes occur, to ensure the information remains current and 
accurate.

 In the future, we hope to expand to all regulated seeds in all states, 
which includes all Agricultural, Flowers, Trees & Shrubs, and Native 
Seeds. 
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